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which this disease exists. It is common throughout the south Atlantic and Gulf states. Northern states are free from this infection. One outbreak was described as far north as Pennsylvania many years ago. This started through the importation of infected cows from the South.
Tick fever is a specific infectious disease of cattle only. It is thought to have been introduced into the United States by way of Mexico. Smith, of the Bureau of Animal Industry, was the first to demonstrate the cause of this disease. Later on the cattle tick was discovered to be the necessary agent in the transmission of tick fever from one animal to another. Tick fever is a blood disease, the protozoa responsible for it causing the destruction of the red blood corpuscles. Fever develops followed by a wasting away of the animal body. Blood-colored urine is a constant symptom. Animals not raised in the tick-infested states are especially susceptible and suffer a heavy mortality when exposed to the attack of infected ticks. Many animals which are able to spread the disease are apparently healthy, even though they have the germ of Texas fever in their blood. Texas fever can be transmitted only by cattle ticks under natural conditions.
Cause
Texas fever is caused by a protozoa. The blood of all cattle having this disease contains this germ or parasite. It is possible to produce the disease in a healthy cow by injecting into it the blood taken from an individual infected with the disease. On the farm, infection takes place only by the bite of a cattle tick, which harbors the germ in its body. Climate has nothing to do with the existence of this disease, except that the warm southern weather is favorable to the development of the ticks. In the northern states, they cannot withstand the cold winters.
The life history of most animal parasites is fascinating. That of the cattle tick is no exception to this rule. The adult female tick which is found attached to the infected